























® Al Hayne Memorial Park
For decades, the Al Hayne Monument was located in a small triangular median at Lancaster Avenue
and Main Street. With the reconstruction of Lancaster Avenue and realignment of Main Street at that
intersection, this small median has been expanded to become a more usable green space. The Frank
Kent family has funded the redesign and implementation of Al Hayne Memorial Park, and the design
process is underway:

Recommendation
» Complete the redesign and implementation of Al Hayne Memorial Park.
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® T & P Terminal Plaza (privately owned)
Owned by the U.S. Post Office, the large parking lot in front of the Texas & Pacific Lofts offers an
opportunity to create a public plaza for the Lancaster corridor. The City is currently exploring the
possibility of purchasing the U. S. Post Office for use as a City Hall, and this land could be included
in that purchase. This plaza would be adjacent to Al Hayne Memorial Park and could serve as a
significant open space component along the Lancaster corridor.

Recommendations

Work with property owner to:

* Design and implement an active plaza/green space.

* Consider coordinating the design with the redesigned Al Hayne Memorial Park.
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South Downtown/Lancaster Corridor

@ Lancaster "West Park”

Lancaster “West Park” is a TXDOT-owned property of approximately 3.5 acres on the west
end of Lancaster Avenue Downtown. The AMLI Apartments (194 units) and Westview condos
(50 units) are one block away and the Firestone Apartments (300 units) are three blocks away.
Lancaster corridor developments are bringing new residents to this area of Downtown. Office,
hotel and retail uses will also grow along the corridor. This large green space could serve residents,
employees and visitors and beautify the south gateway into Downtown. It is large enough to use
part of it as a dog park or skate park which could serve the city as a whole.

Recommendations
* Explore possibilities for a dog park or skate park.
* Add amenities for area residents, employees and visitors, such as walkways, landscaping and

benches that create a sense of place.
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Sundance Area

® Heritage Park

Designed by Lawrence Halprin in 1976, Heritage Park sits on
the natural bluff of the Trinity River and extends to the River
edge below. It features a series of terraced walkways that are
accompanied by a stream of water. The overlook offers an
excellent view of the convergence of the Clear and West Forks
of the Trinity River, the Paddock Viaduct, and the historic
power plant situated across the river. Leading away from the
west side of the park is a brick trail that allows pedestrian
access to the river.

The more than 30-year-old infrastructure system that carries the water through the park is not func-
tional, the park has deteriorated over time, and the City recently closed the park for safety reasons.
The condition, combined with the walled-off design creates the perception that the park is not safe.
Jacobs Carter Burgess recently completed an analysis of the park’s infrastructure.

Employees and visitors to the adjacent court and office buildings, Downtown and City residents, trail
users and tourists are potential park users.

Recommendations
* Explore opportunities to make the park more usable and accessible, both physically and visually.
* Capitalize on the vista overlooking the Trinity River and improve access to the park and trails below:
* Coordinate any design changes with Trinity River Vision improvements.
* Explore potential improvements to pedestrian circulation and safety on the streets adjacent to
the park.
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Sundance Area

® Paddock Park

Located immediately to the north of the historic Tarrant County Courthouse and at just under an acre
in size, Paddock Park is one of the larger green spaces in Downtown. Designated as a City park, the City
owns approximately 75 percent in the eastern section, which includes the area occupied by the Charles
Tandy sculpture. The remaining park site is owned by Tarrant County:.

This park offers a significant opportunity for green space that could be widely used by Downtown
employees and visitors, as well as residents and students from nearby developments, including Trinity
Bluff and Tarrant County College. Mature trees create shade for those having lunch, enjoying the
Paddock Street Viaduct View; people watching, or simply enjoying a walk through the park. Currently the
park has no amenities, with the exception of the Tandy sculpture.

Recommendations

* Work with the City and County to consolidate park ownership within the City or the County, or
develop a long-term lease to one party.

* Consider a gateway artistic or landscape element that will engage pedestrians while respecting the
Courthouse view.

* Improve green space with seating and other elements, such as game tables.

* Improve pedestrian circulation and safety on the streets that border Paddock Park and connect
to Heritage Park.

* A commemorative Ripley Arnold public art piece is fully funded and could be placed in Paddock
Park, as could other public art, particularly relating to Fort Worth and Tarrant County history:
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® Tarrant County Plaza

Formerly a plaza for the Tandy Tech Center, Tarrant County Plaza is a sunken space that includes terraced
landscaping, seating areas and an amphitheater. This plaza became a public space when Tarrant
County purchased the property from RadioShack. However, most people would not recognize the plaza
as a public space since it is below street level and surrounded by a six-foot fence. While there are
two entrances on the smaller side streets, access is not easily apparent. Tarrant County Plaza offers
significant potential as a place for employees and residents to have lunch or take a break and relax. The
amphitheater is an ideal location for programmed events that would draw people to the space. Retail
at the ground level of the building would help bring active uses to the space. Small retail at street level,
such as a coffee shop, would also help attract foot traffic.

Recommendations

* Add additional entrance points, particularly on Taylor Street. Consider a wide, well marked, entry
or entries that open the park physically and visually:

* Add additional movable seating.

* Encourage retail/vending uses at street and/or plaza level.

® Tarrant County Administration Building Plaza
The green space in front of the Tarrant County Administration Building at Weatherford and Main
Streets was designed as a passive space for people walking to and from the building. Bushes close to the
building are shaped in letters spelling “Tarrant” and can be seen clearly from upper-floor offices. Users
of this building—as well as the surrounding court and court-related buildings — could benefit from a
space designed for more uses.

Recommendation
* Explore opportunities to redesign this space and encourage more use. Consider seating and
additional landscaping that creates a sense of place.
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Sundance Area

® Sundance Square Courtyard
Located on Commerce and 2nd Streets, the Sundance Square Courtyard offers seating in a quiet, shaded,
intimate-sized courtyard. The courtyard is near Sundance offices, restaurants and retail and could draw
more people with some minor changes.

Recommendations

Work with the property owner to:

* Soften the west wall of the courtyard with a mural, or landscaping, such as vines.

* Explore adding other design elements to soften the environment and encourage activity, such as
potted plants, chess tables and/or a small water feature.

* Consider adding Wi-Fi to the space.

@ Central Plaza (privately owned)

The 1983, 1993 and 2003 Downtown Strategic Action Plans (SAP) support the development of a
central plaza in the heart of Sundance Square. This goal is one of the few from previous SAPs that has
not yet been achieved. The two blocks identified for the proposed plaza are bounded by Main, 3rd,
Commerce and 4th Streets, and currently serve as parking lots. These lots are sometimes closed for
events. Developing a central plaza at this location would draw people on a daily basis and provide a focal
point within the core of the Sundance entertainment and commercial district. A below ground parking
garage may be suitable for this site.

Recommendation

* Work with the property owner to encourage and support the development of a central plaza in
Sundance Square.
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@ CGI Building Plaza (privately owned)
The CGI Building is located across the street and to the west of the Central Library at Lamar and
3rd Streets. Approximately one-quarter of the CGI block is a plaza designed as a pass-through space.
This space offers a lot of shade with mature trees and could be an excellent place for employees and
visitors to spend time. Hedges reduce space usability and create barriers to open space.

Recommendation

» Work with the property owner to redesign the plaza to become a more usable space, maintaining
the shade trees if possible.
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East Downtown
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\ /@ Elm Street Park
oot Located adjacent to the Hillside residential community and The Depot apartments, this green space —
o just over one-quarter acre — has the potential to serve as an active pocket park for the surrounding
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residents. Improvements will be funded with $105,000 from park dedication fees created by The Depot
development, and design work has been completed. Residents have expressed the desire for a place to
walk their dogs and an outdoor space to relax.
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Recommendation
* Implement the design for Elm Street Park.
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34  EAST DOWNTOWN



Trinity Bluff

@ Pioneers Rest Cemetery
Pioneers Rest Cemetery, located along Samuels Avenue in northeast Downtown, is the oldest cemetery in
Fort Worth. The first known burials there were Major Ripley Arnold’s children, Willis and Sophie, who
died in 1850, and eleven soldiers who died at the Fort in 1849 and 1850. A Cemetery Association was
formed in 1870 with trustees K. M. Van Zandt, M. B. Loyd, W. P. Burts and W. A. Darter. Many of the
early settlers of Fort Worth are buried in the Cemetery including the Daggetts, Zane-Cettis and the
Peaks. In addition, Edward H. Tarrant’s body was moved to the Cemetery:.

Recommendation
* To prevent vandalism, implement security improvements that do not discourage use or block off

the cemetery physically or visually.

& Arnold Park
Arnold Park provides almost an acre of significant recreational green space for residents in the Samuels
Avenue neighborhood. The park amenities were recently upgraded and include playground equipment,

benches and a tennis court.

Recommendation

None.
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Trinity Bluff

@ Samuels Avenue Neighborhood
Community Garden
A large linear green space that borders Woods Avenue and the CRI & P Railroad (Rock Island) could
be a community garden up to approximately one acre in size. Residents of the Samuels Avenue neigh-
borhood, a planned Fort Worth Housing Authority development across the street, and Trinity Bluff de-
velopments could participate in and maintain the garden. There may also be other possible locations in
the area for a community garden.

Recommendation
* Partner with Samuels Avenue neighborhood residents to explore creating a community garden
along Woods Avenue and the railroad track or in another suitable location in the neighborhood.
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